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National Election Authority 
 

Decree No. 8 of 2018 of the National Election Authority 
 

On the Regulations and Timeline for Observation by Egyptian, Foreign and 

International Civil Society Organizations of the 2018 Presidential Elections 

Amended by Decree No.20 of 2018 On Extending the Date of Receiving the 

Applications of Egyptian, Foreign, and International Civil Society Organizations 

for Observing the 2018 Presidential Elections 

 

 

The President of the Authority 

 

Upon review of the Constitution; 

and Law No. 22 of 2014 on Regulating Presidential Elections; 

and the Law on Regulating the Exercise of Political Rights promulgated by Law No. 

45 of 2014; 

and Law No. 198 of 2017 on the National Election Authority; 

and Presidential Decree No. 503 of 2017 on Establishing the Board of Directors of the 

National Election Authority; 

and Decree No. 1 of 2018 of the National Election Authority on Calling on Voters to 

Elect the President of the Republic; 

and upon approval of the Board of Directors of the National Election Authority in its 

session held on 8 January 2018 

 

Has decided: 

Article 1 

 

Egyptian, foreign and international civil society organizations working in the fields of 

election observation, human rights and democracy support, and foreign election 

authorities and commissions, shall be allowed to observe the 2018 Presidential 

Elections according to regulations stipulated in this Decree, after obtaining 

authorization from the National Election Authority (NEA). 

 

Such authorization shall not be considered a license or a note for practicing any other 

activity in Egypt. The authorization shall expire by the end of the electoral process. 

 

Article 2 

 

Observation of the electoral process means all the tasks of observing, watching and 

witnessing all the procedures of candidate registration, campaigning, polling, counting 

and announcing the election result. 

 

Observers are not allowed to, in any way, interfere in or hinder the electoral process, 

influence voters, campaign for candidates, receive or give any grants, gifts, aids or 

benefits of whatever nature from any candidate or his supporters. 

 

Article 3 
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Egyptian civil society organizations applying to receive an authorization to observe 

the elections shall fulfill the following requirements: 

 

Have a good reputation and be known for their neutrality and integrity. 

 

Have previous experience in the field of election observation. 

 

The civil society organization representatives wishing to observe these elections must 

be registered in the voter database. 

 

The civil society organization wishing to observe these elections must file a request at 

the NEA to receive an authorization for observation on the dates set forth in this 

Decree. 

 

The following documents must be attached to the application: 

 

A certified original copy of the documents proving the organization's registration. 

 

A recent certificate issued by the competent ministry, showing the organizations 

registration, the continuity in its activity, adherence to the applicable laws and 

regulations, and that its activity is relevant to the fields of election observation, human 

rights and democracy support. 

 

A sufficient summary about the organization, its legal status, activities and previous 

experience in the field of election observation. 

 

A statement of the number of observers nominated by the organization who are 

wishing to obtain authorizations to observe the electoral process in each governorate 

of the governorates of the Republic. 

 

The name of the organization's representative before the NEA. 

 

The NEA may request any other documents it deems necessary. 

 

Article 4 

 

Foreign and international civil society organizations applying to receive an 

authorization to observe the elections shall fulfill the following requirements: 

1- Have a good reputation and be known for their neutrality and integrity. 

2- The organization's original areas of work include election observation, human 

rights and democracy support. 

3- Have previous experience in the field of election observation. 

 

The organization wishing to observe the elections should submit an application to the 

NEA to obtain an authorization for observation on the dates set forth in this Decree. 

 

The following documents should be attached to the application: 

1- A sufficient summary about the organization, its legal status, activities and 

previous experience in the field of election observation. 
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2- The names of countries where the organization observed elections during the 3 

years preceding the election date.  

3- A statement of the number of observers nominated by the organization and who 

are wishing to obtain authorizations to observe the electoral process. 

4- The name of the organization's representative before the NEA. 

The NEA may request any other documents it deems necessary. 

 

Article 5 

 

Egyptian, foreign and international civil society organizations wishing to observe the 

Presidential Elections shall submit the applications during the period from 09/01/2018 

to 15/01/2018 

 

Article 6 

 

The NEA shall promptly issue a statement that includes the organizations meeting the 

requirements. The NEA shall grant each organization a number of non-replicated 

codes equal to the allowed number of observers. Such codes shall be used for 

registration through the NEA’s website (www.elections.eg), provided that the 

observers shall register themselves on the date set forth in this Decree. 

 

The NEA shall examine the observers' forms submitted through the website and may 

decline incomplete forms. 

 

Article 7 

 

Observers shall register themselves during the period from 15 January 2018 to 19 

January 2018. The NEA shall issue authorizations for the observers whose 

applications are accepted. The authorizations shall then be handed to the 

organization's representative. 

 

Article 8 

 

The NEA shall issue identification cards for the observers from approved 

organizations who fulfill the requirements. The organization's representative or his/her 

designee shall receive the identification cards that allow them to observe the elections 

from the NEA headquarters. The observers themselves are not allowed under any 

circumstances to visit the NEA headquarters for this purpose. 

 

Article 9 

 

The observers shall have the right to enter into the polling and counting stations and 

general committees by virtue of the cards issued by the NEA. 

 

An observer may not be present in any station for more than 30 minutes. The heads of 

polling stations and general committees may, when necessary, reduce the time 

allowed for the observers and determine their number in the polling stations so that 

they do not hinder the work of the polling station. 

 

http://www.elections.eg/


 

 Official Gazette – Issue No. 1 (bis) 8 January 2018 
 

Unofficial Translation- in case of discrepancy between the Arabic and English text, 

the Arabic text prevails. 

In all cases, the observers shall abide by the instructions of the heads of the polling 

stations and general committees in this regard. 

 

Article 10 

 

The organization authorized to observe the elections shall comply with all the 

provisions of the laws and regulations, and the decrees regulating the electoral 

process. The authorized organization shall conduct the observation tasks in 

accordance with the principles and regulations set by the NEA and shall consider 

accuracy, impartiality and objectivity. The organization shall not use observation to 

achieve political or partisan goals. 

 

Article 11 

 

The authorized organization shall immediately notify the NEA of comments resulting 

from its observation which it deems necessary to inform the NEA about. 

 

The NEA shall study and validate the comments and take the necessary procedures. 

 

The organization may not announce any election results or its indicators before the 

NEA officially announces the results. 

 

Article 12 

 

After the end of the electoral process, the organization shall prepare a report on the 

results of the observation and submit it to the Authority. 

 

The preparation of the report shall consider impartiality, depend on verifiable facts 

and a technical assessment that highlights the positive and negative aspects concluded 

from the observation. The report must objectively reflect the NEA’s official response 

to the organization's observations. 

 

Article 13 

 

The NEA may invite whoever it deems appropriate from the heads and members of 

foreign electoral authorities and commissions, embassies, and international and 

regional federations to observe the elections. 

 

Article 14 

 

Without prejudice to the penalties prescribed in the abovementioned Law No. 45 of 

2014 on Regulating the Exercise of Political Rights, the NEA may revoke the 

authorization issued to any election observer in case of violating the regulations set 

forth in this Decree. The authorization issued for the organization may be revoked if it 

is found that it is responsible for such violation. 
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Article 15 

 

This Decree shall be published in the Official Gazette newspapers and the competent 

authorities shall be responsible for its execution. 

 

Issued in Cairo on 21 Rabee Al-Akhir 1439 A.H. 

   (Corresponding to 8 January 2018 A.D.) 

 

President of the National Election 

Authority 

Judge/ Lasheen Ibrahim 

Vice-President of the Court of Cassation 

  


